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Watchtower blood policy made simple

To many observers, it appears the Watchtower Society's blood policy is almost
intentionally ambiguous. So much so that, when needing medical treatment, many
Jehovah's Witnesses are uncertain of the Watchtower's complex rules and rely on
specially trained Witnesses (members of local 'Hospital Liaison Committees') to tell
them whether or not a doctor's recommendations are acceptable.
Is there historical support for their blood policy from the time of the early Christians?
Do Jehovah's Witnesses really 'abstain from blood'? Which blood fractions are they
allowed to accept and which not? Or is everything just up to an individual Witness' own
conscience?
This page attempts to clearly and simply explain the reality behind the 'spin.'

Fact 1
Watchtower teaches: Early Christians refused blood.1
The truth is: Early Christians refused to partake of blood that had been
obtained by killing or by assault. However early Christians never refused to
accept medical uses of donor blood that had been generously provided by
live and uncoerced donors because such technology was not available at the
time.2

Fact 2
Watchtower teaches: Jehovah's Witnesses abstain from blood.3
The truth is: Jehovah's Witnesses accept blood.4

Fact 3
Watchtower teaches: Jehovah's Witnesses are permitted to accept
literally anything from blood so long as it is sufficiently fractionated
beforehand. 5
The truth is: Just as the Bible does not give details of allowed blood
constituents, neither does the Bible give details of the Society's forbidden
blood constituents. They are purely capricious and arbitrary decisions by
Watchtower's leaders. 6

Fact 4
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Watchtower teaches: Blood transfusions are high risk hence should be
avoided.7
The truth is: Refusing blood transfusions increases risks associated with a
wide array of medical therapies accepted by Jehovah's Witnesses, with a
result that many have died.8

Fact 5
Watchtower teaches: Adherence to its blood policy protects Jehovah's
Witnesses from blood borne diseases such as AIDS. 9
The truth is: AIDS has been transmitted by Watchtower-permitted blood
constituents. 10

Fact 6
Watchtower teaches: Jehovah's Witnesses do not accept autologous 11
transfusions of whole blood.12
The truth is: Jehovah's Witnesses do accept autologous transfusions of
whole blood so long as it is part of a current therapy. 13

Fact 7
Watchtower teaches: Jehovah's Witnesses do not donate blood.14
The truth is: Jehovah's Witnesses can donate blood if that blood is used in
the same fractionated forms that the Watchtower allows under its blood
doctrine, which literally is everything in blood after it is sufficiently
fractionated. 15

Fact 8
Watchtower teaches: Each Jehovah's Witness is guided by his or her own
conscience in deciding whether or not to accept any blood product.16
The truth is: Watchtower Society leaders decide whether or not Jehovah's
Witnesses are permitted to accept blood products.17

Fact 9
Watchtower teaches: All Jehovah's Witnesses hold the same view of
Watchtower's blood policy. 18
The truth is: All Jehovah's Witnesses do not hold the same view of
Watchtower's blood policy. Repeatedly the Society has received requests
from Jehovah's Witnesses to permit acceptance of blood transfusions, and
indeed some Jehovah's Witnesses have accepted blood transfusions. Since
the Watchtower began enforcing organized shunning for accepting blood
transfusions, some Jehovah's Witnesses have still accepted blood
transfusions but have done so secretly.19

Contributed by Marvin Shilmer(edited)

Send a protest email NOW to Watchtower Society: tell them what you think
of their blood policy.
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